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In the attached documents are visuals of 32 Emerge New Mexico (ENM) alumnae and their 
presence within our New Mexico State Legislature.   
  
When I began my education efforts across the state, I predicted that Emerge New Mexico 
(ENM) could respond by strategically removing all names of previous graduates from their 
statewide website.  In fact, shortly after I began presenting statewide they did so with 
immediacy in New Mexico, AND from all the other states as well. As a result, there is no 
published data from ENM on their 2023 graduating classes.  Moving forward, a list of graduates 
for 2023 is beneficial to local district candidates for the 2024 races.  There is a strong possibility 
that Rep. Sarah Silva was of the 2023 graduating class of Emerge but no proof as yet.  There 
may be others. 
  
In election 2024, I wrote a report forecasting the Emerge Candidates running for office securing 
more house and senate seats.  This document was a research effort to examine the theoretical 
outcome of their Emerge alumni wins resulting in their dominating within the NM House.  
  
There are currently 26 Democrats, 16 Republicans, and others in the Senate.  Emerge alumnae 
hold 26 of 43 Democratic house seats or 60% and 37% or over 1/3 or the House of 
Representatives. 
  
There are currently 26 Democrats, 16 Republicans, and Others in the Senate. Emerge alumnae 
hold 7 of 26 Democratic senate seats or 27 %. 
  
Timeline of Emerge presence in our legislature: 

2020 
17 elected to House 
5 elected to Senate 
  

2022 
23 elected/appointed House 
 -- 

2024 
25 elected to NM House 
7 elected to Senate 
  

  
Their numbers will increase with future appointments and unless stopped will continue to 
incrementally grow.  It is Emerge America’s mission to appoint within their own ranks of 
alumni.  The composition of Emerge in county commissions in Dona Ana, Santa Fe, and 
Bernalillo contribute to their ability to appoint one of their own. 
  
While Republicans retained an additional house seat, it is worth examining how this cohort 
group displays their dominance and tactics during this session.  
 



 2 

In the 2023 Legislative session, Emerge alumni sponsored a staggering number of bills. These 
bills were prepared through the work of progressive non-governmental agencies and frequently 
sponsored by an Emerge cohort to direct a bill to a committee chaired by an Emerge alumnae.   
 
This pattern of strategically maneuvering bills through selected committees is forecasted for 
2025 due to the fact House Majority Leadership are both Emerge alumnae Reena Szczepanski 
(ENM’08) and Dayan Hochman-Vigil (ENM’18). 
  
This was the case in the SB 3 - Paid Family Medical Leave (PFML) bill which was introduced last 
year. This proposed legislation will lay a heavy tax burden on small businesses owners. To pass 
PFML in each state is the agenda of the national Emerge America organization in an attempt to 
unify states and bypass U.S. Congress.   
  
A primary goal of ENM is for each state legislative body to be 75% female regardless of party 
affiliation. This is the current composition. 

House- 44 women of 70 legislators or 62% Senate- 16 women of 42 legislators or 38% 
  
New Mexico has three areas of keen interest to President Trump which include gas and oil 
production, our southern Mexican border, and New Mexico’s ranking 50th in education. During 
his administration our President will cast a critical eye upon the current leadership of our state. 
These questions remain: What will be the outcome of progressive policy for New Mexico under 
the Trump Administration?  How will Trump’s Administration impact the existing progressive 
policies of our state? 
 
This information should get to our legislators, constituent groups, and media who would gasp 
at the collaborative efforts of Emerge legislators as they coordinate efforts to sponsor new 
legislation and unify in committee to pass very progressive laws that negatively impact our 
state economy and the children of New Mexico.   
 
We must demand accountability of our legislators and watchdog any agenda to pass 
progressive bills that rescind our U.S. constitutional rights, support bigger government, and 
create higher taxes. 
 
   
Leanna Derrick 
505-210-1460 
Independent Research Analyst 
Chaplain - International Fellowship of Chaplains 
President of New Mexico Chapter of U.S. Parents Involved in Education - USPIE 
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32 Legislators are New Mexico Emerge (NME) Graduates 

State House – 25 ENM – 36% State Senate – 7 ENM – 17% 

1 Rep. D. Wonda Johnson 
House District 5, Gallup, ENM ’14 

Senator Shannon Pinto 
Senate District 3, Tohatchi, ENM ’20 

2 Rep. Patricia Roybal Caballero 
House District 13, Albuquerque, ENM ’07 

Senator Cindy Nava 
Senate District 9, Corrales, ENM ’21 

3 Rep. Dayan “Day” Hochman-Vigil *Majority Whip 
House District 15, Albuquerque, ENM ’18 

Senator Katy Duhigg 
Senate District 10, Albuquerque, ENM ’11 

4 Rep. Flor Yanira Gurrola Valenzuela 
House District 16, Albuquerque, ENM ‘23 

Senator Heather Jean Berghmans 
Senate District 15, Albuquerque, ENM’23 

5 Rep. Marianna A. Anaya 
House District 18, Albuquerque, ENM’15 

Senator Natalie R. Figueroa 
Senate District 18, Albuquerque, ENM’16 

6 Rep. Janelle Anyanonu 
House District 19, Albuquerque, ENM ’20 

 Senator Linda M Trujillo 
 Senate District 24, 

7 Rep. Meredith Dixon 
House District 20, Albuquerque, ENM ’20 

 Senator Carrie Hamblen 
 Senate District 38, Albuquerque, ENM ’15 

8 Rep. Debbie Sariñana 
House District 21, Albuquerque, ENM ’16 

9 Rep. Liz Thomson 
House District 24, Albuquerque, ENM ’09 

10 Rep. Cristina Parajon 
House District 25, Albuquerque, ENM ‘23 

11 Rep. Marian Matthews 
House District 27, Albuquerque, ENM Bootcamp ’19 

12 Rep. Joy Garratt 
House District 29, Albuquerque, ENM ’16 

13 Rep. Micaela Lara Cadena 
House District 33, Dona Ana, ENM’18 

14 Rep. Angelica Rubio 
House District 35, Dona Ana, ENM’13 

15 Rep. Joanne Ferrary 
House District 37, Las Cruces, ENM ’13 

16 Rep. Kristina Ortez 
House District 42, Taos, ENM ’20 

17 Rep. Christine Chandler 
House District 43, Los Alamos, ENM Bootcamp ’18 

18 Rep. Kathleen Cates 
House District 44, Albuquerque, ENM ’22 

19  Rep. Linda Serrato 
House District 45, Santa Fe, ENM ’18 

20  Rep. Andrea Romero 
House District 46, Santa Fe, ENM ’18 

21 Rep. Reena Szczepanski  **Majority Floor Leader
House District 47, Santa Fe, ENM ’08 

22 Rep. Tara Lujan 
House District 48, Santa Fe, ENM ’12 
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23 Rep. Charlotte Little 
House District 68, Albuquerque, ENM ’22 
 

 

24 Rep. Michelle P. Abeyta 
House District 69, Bern, Cib., McK., Soc, S.J. & Val 
ENM’17 

 

25 Rep Anita Amalia Gonzales 
House District 70, San Miguel, Santa Fe &Torrance 
ENM’21 

 

26   

27   

 



- STATE OF NEW MEXICO -

FIFTY-SEVENTH LEGISLATURE

First Session, 2025

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEES

AGRICULTURE, ACEQUIAS & WATER RESOURCES- Tuesday & Thursday - 8:30 a.m. (Room 315) 
Ortez, Kristina - Chair (D)
Cates, Kathleen - Vice Chair (D)
Mirabal Moya, Tanya- Ranking Member (R)
Cadena, Micaela Lara - (D)
Herrera, Susan K. - (D)

Matthews, Marian - (D)
Pettigrew, Randall T. - (R)
Rubio, Angelica - (D)
Zamora, Martin R. - (R)

APPROPRIATIONS & FINANCE- Monday through Friday - 1:30 p.m. (Room 307) 
Small, Nathan P. - Chair (D)
Dixon, Meredith A. - Vice Chair (D)
Chatfield, Jack - Ranking Member (R)
Baca, Brian G. - (R)
Brown, Cathrynn N. - (R)
Dow, Rebecca - (R)
Duncan, Mark - (R)
Garratt, Joy - (D)
Hernandez, Joseph Franklin - (D)

Herndon, Pamelya - (D)
Herrera, Susan K. - (D)
Little, Charlotte - (D)
Lujan, Tara L. - (D)
Pettigrew, Randall T. - (R)
Sanchez, Joseph - (D)
Sariñana, Debra M. - (D)
Silva, Sarah - (D)
Vincent, Harlan - (R)

COMMERCE & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT- Monday, Wednesday & Friday - 1:30 p.m. (Room 317) 
Gallegos, Doreen Y. - Chair (D)
Anyanonu, Janelle - Vice Chair (D)
Mason, Jimmy G. - Ranking Member (R)
Armstrong, Gail - (R)
De La Cruz, Art - (D)
Hernandez, Joshua N. - (R)

Lente, Derrick J. - (D)
Matthews, Marian - (D)
Murphy, Mark B. - (R)
Parajón, Cristina - (D)
Serrato, Linda - (D)

CONSUMER & PUBLIC AFFAIRS- Tuesday & Thursday - 1:30 p.m. (Room 317) 
Ferrary, Joanne J. - Chair (D)
Rubio, Angelica - Vice Chair (D)
Lord, Stefani - Ranking Member (R)
Block, John - (R)

Cullen, Catherine J. - (R)
Romero, Andrea - (D)
Thomson, Elizabeth "Liz" - (D)

EDUCATION- Monday, Wednesday & Friday - 8:30 a.m. (Room 309)
Romero, G. Andrés - Chair (D)
Garratt, Joy - Vice Chair (D)
Baca, Brian G. - Ranking Member (R)
Chatfield, Jack - (R)
Gonzalez, Anita - (D)
Gurrola, Yanira - (D)

Lara, Raymundo - (D)
Mirabal Moya, Tanya - (R)
Roybal Caballero, Patricia - (D)
Torres-Velásquez, E. Diane - (D)
Vincent, Harlan - (R)

ENERGY, ENVIRONMENT & NATURAL RESOURCES- Tuesday & Thursday - 8:30 a.m. (Room 317) 
McQueen, Matthew - Chair (D)
Sariñana, Debra M. - Vice Chair (D)
Montoya, Rod - Ranking Member (R)
Abeyta, Michelle Paulene - (D)
Dixon, Meredith A. - (D)
García, Miguel P. - (D)

Gurrola, Yanira - (D)
Henry, Jonathan A. - (R)
Murphy, Mark B. - (R)
Sena Cortez, Elaine - (R)
Small, Nathan P. - (D)

GOVERNMENT, ELECTIONS & INDIAN AFFAIRS- Monday, Wednesday & Friday -8:00 a.m. (Room 305)
Johnson, D. Wonda - Chair (D)
Little, Charlotte - Vice Chair (D)
Zamora, Martin R. - Ranking Member (R)
Anyanonu, Janelle - (D)
Block, John - (R)

Borrego, Cynthia - (D)
Lujan, Tara L. - (D)
Mejia, Angelita - (R)
Szczepanski, Reena - (D)

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES- Monday, Wednesday & Friday - 8:30 a.m. (Room 307) 
Thomson, Elizabeth "Liz" - Chair (D)
Herndon, Pamelya - Vice Chair (D)
Jones, Jenifer - Ranking Member (R)
Anaya, Marianna - (D)
Cates, Kathleen - (D)

Chávez, Eleanor - (D)
Chavez, Nicole - (R)
Ferrary, Joanne J. - (D)
Martinez, Alan T. - (R)
Sena Cortez, Elaine - (R)

JUDICIARY- Monday, Wednesday & Friday - 1:30 p.m. (Room 309) 
Chandler, Christine - Chair (D)
Romero, Andrea - Vice Chair (D)
Reeb, Andrea - Ranking Member (R)
Abeyta, Michelle Paulene - (D)
Chavez, Nicole - (R)
Hall II, William A. - (R)

Hochman-Vigil, Dayan - (D) 
Martinez, Alan T. - (R)
Martínez, Javier - (D)
McQueen, Matthew - (D)
Szczepanski, Reena - (D)
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LABOR, VETERANS' AND MILITARY AFFAIRS- Tuesday & Thursday - 1:30 p.m. (Room 315) 
Roybal Caballero, Patricia - Chair (D)
Chávez, Eleanor - Vice Chair (D)
Terrazas, Luis M. - Ranking Member (R)
Anaya, Marianna - (D)
García, Miguel P. - (D)
Hall II, William A. - (R)

Johnson, D. Wonda - (D)
Mejia, Angelita - (R)
Ortez, Kristina - (D)
Reeb, Andrea - (R)
Torres-Velásquez, E. Diane - (D)

RURAL DEVELOPMENT, LAND GRANTS & CULTURAL AFFAIRS- Tuesday & Thursday - 9:00 a.m.
(Room 305) 
Serrato, Linda - Chair (D)
Sanchez, Joseph - Vice Chair (D)
Lord, Stefani - Ranking Member (R)

Cullen, Catherine J. - (R)
Gonzalez, Anita - (D)
Mason, Jimmy G. - (R)

TAXATION & REVENUE- Monday, Wednesday & Friday - 8:30 a.m. (Room 317) 
Lente, Derrick J. - Chair (D)
Cadena, Micaela Lara - Vice Chair (D)
Hernandez, Joshua N. - Ranking Member (R)
Chandler, Christine - (D)
Duncan, Mark - (R)
Gallegos, Doreen Y. - (D)
Henry, Jonathan A. - (R)

Lundstrom, Patricia A. - (D)
Martínez, Javier - (D)
Montoya, Rod - (R)
Parajón, Cristina - (D)
Silva, Sarah - (D)
Terrazas, Luis M. - (R)

TRANSPORTATION, PUBLIC WORKS & CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS- Tuesday & Thursday -
9:00 a.m. (Room 309)
De La Cruz, Art - Chair (D)
Lara, Raymundo - Vice Chair (D)
Brown, Cathrynn N. - Ranking Member (R)
Armstrong, Gail - (R)
Borrego, Cynthia - (D)
Dow, Rebecca - (R)

Hernandez, Joseph Franklin - (D)
Hochman-Vigil, Dayan - (D)
Jones, Jenifer - (R)
Lundstrom, Patricia A. - (D)
Romero, G. Andrés - (D)

PRINTING & SUPPLIES- At the Call of the Chair
Garratt, Joy - Chair (D)
Armstrong, Gail - (R)
Dow, Rebecca - (R)
Hernandez, Joshua N. - (R)
Hochman-Vigil, Dayan - (D)
Lara, Raymundo - (D)

Martinez, Alan T. - (R)
Martínez, Javier - (D)
Romero, Andrea - (D)
Small, Nathan P. - (D)
Szczepanski, Reena - (D)
Thomson, Elizabeth "Liz" - (D)

RULES & ORDER OF BUSINESS- At the Call of the Chair
Romero, Andrea - Chair (D)
Garratt, Joy - Vice Chair (D)
Armstrong, Gail - (R)
Chandler, Christine - (D)
Dow, Rebecca - (R)
Duncan, Mark - (R)
Gallegos, Doreen Y. - (D)
Hernandez, Joshua N. - (R)
Hochman-Vigil, Dayan - (D)

Johnson, D. Wonda - (D)
Jones, Jenifer - (R)
Lara, Raymundo - (D)
Martinez, Alan T. - (R)
Martínez, Javier - (D)
Reeb, Andrea - (R)
Romero, G. Andrés - (D)
Szczepanski, Reena - (D)
Vincent, Harlan - (R)

ENROLLING & ENGROSSING A- At the Call of the Chair 
Anaya, Marianna - Chair (D)
Abeyta, Michelle Paulene - (D)
Cullen, Catherine J. - (R)
Henry, Jonathan A. - (R)

Mejia, Angelita - (R)
Silva, Sarah - (D)
Torres-Velásquez, E. Diane - (D)

ENROLLING & ENGROSSING B- At the Call of the Chair 
Gonzalez, Anita - Chair (D)
Chavez, Nicole - (R)
Gurrola, Yanira - (D)
Hall II, William A. - (R)

Hernandez, Joseph Franklin - (D)
Murphy, Mark B. - (R)
Parajón, Cristina - (D)
Sena Cortez, Elaine - (R)
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- STATE OF NEW MEXICO -

FIFTY-SEVENTH LEGISLATURE

First Session, 2025

SENATE COMMITTEES

STANDING COMMITTEES

CONSERVATION- Tuesday & Thursday - 9:00 a.m. (Room 311) 
Stefanics, Elizabeth "Liz" - Chair (D) 
Sedillo Lopez, Antoinette - Vice Chair (D)
Ezzell, Candy Spence - Ranking Member (R)
Cervantes, Joseph - (D)
Charley, Angel M. - (D)

Hamblen, Carrie - (D)
Pope, Harold - (D)
Scott, Larry R. - (R)
Townsend, James G. - (R)

EDUCATION- Monday, Wednesday & Friday - 9:00 a.m. (Room 311) 
Soules, William P. - Chair (D)
Pope, Harold - Vice Chair (D)
Ramos, Gabriel - Ranking Member (R)
Boone, Pat - (R)
Ezzell, Candy Spence - (R)

Figueroa, Natalie - (D)
Hickey, Martin - (D)
Nava, Cindy - (D)
Thornton, Anthony L. - (R)

FINANCE- Monday through Friday - 1:30 p.m. (Room 322) 
Muñoz, George K. - Chair (D)
Shendo, Benny, Jr. - Vice Chair (D)
Brandt, Craig W. - Ranking Member (R)
Campos, Pete - (D)
Gonzales, Roberto "Bobby" J. - (D)
Lanier, Steve D. - (R)

Padilla, Michael - (D)
Steinborn, Jeff - (D)
Tobiassen, Nicole - (R)
Trujillo, Linda M. - (D)
Woods, Pat - (R) 

HEALTH & PUBLIC AFFAIRS- Monday, Wednesday & Friday - 1:30 p.m. (Room 311)
López, Linda M. - Chair (D)
Hickey, Martin - Vice Chair (D)
Scott, Larry R. - Ranking Member (R)
Block, Jay C. - (R)
Boone, Pat - (R)

Charley, Angel M. - (D)
Gallegos, David M. - (R)
Nava, Cindy - (D)
Pinto, Shannon D. - (D)
Sedillo Lopez, Antoinette - (D)

INDIAN, RURAL & CULTURAL AFFAIRS- Tuesday & Thursday - 9:00 a.m. (Room 303)
Pinto, Shannon D. - Chair (D) 
Soules, William P. - Vice Chair (D)
Sharer, William E. - Ranking Member (R)

Maestas, Antonio - (D)
Sanchez, Joshua A. - (R)

JUDICIARY- Monday, Wednesday & Friday - 1:00 p.m. (Room 321) 
Cervantes, Joseph - Chair (D)
Maestas, Antonio - Vice Chair (D)
Brantley, Crystal - Ranking Member (R)
Duhigg, Katy M. - (D)
O'Malley, Micaelita Debbie - (D)

Paul, Nicholas A. - (R)
Stewart, Mimi - (D)
Thornton, Anthony L. - (R)
Wirth, Peter - (D)

RULES- Monday, Wednesday & Friday - 9:00 a.m. (Room 321) 
Duhigg, Katy M. - Chair (D)
Jaramillo, Leo - Vice Chair (D) 
Townsend, James G. - Ranking Member (R) 
Berghmans, Heather - (D)
Block, Jay C. - (R)

Brantley, Crystal - (R)
Gallegos, David M. - (R)
López, Linda M. - (D)
Stefanics, Elizabeth "Liz" - (D) 
Stewart, Mimi - (D)

TAX, BUSINESS & TRANSPORTATION- Tuesday & Thursday - 1:30 p.m. (Room 321) 
Hamblen, Carrie - Chair (D) 
Berghmans, Heather - Vice Chair (D)
Sanchez, Joshua A. - Ranking Member (R)
Figueroa, Natalie - (D) 
Jaramillo, Leo - (D)

O'Malley, Micaelita Debbie - (D)
Paul, Nicholas A. - (R)
Ramos, Gabriel - (R)
Sharer, William E. - (R)
Wirth, Peter - (D)

PROCEDURAL COMMITTEES

COMMITTEES’ COMMITTEE- At Call of the Chair
Stewart, Mimi - Chair (D)
Wirth, Peter - Vice Chair (D)
Brandt, Craig W. - (R)
Campos, Pete - (D)
Cervantes, Joseph - (D) 
Duhigg, Katy M. - (D)

Muñoz, George K. - (D) 
Padilla, Michael - (D)
Sharer, William E. - (R)
Stefanics, Elizabeth "Liz" - (D)
Woods, Pat - (R)
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